1 Introduction

Religious Education plays a principal role in the spiritual development of pupils, ie, that aspect of children's education which deals with how individuals acquire personal beliefs and values, especially on questions which are 'at the heart and root of existence.'  It is instrumental in developing:

· Knowledge and understanding of the beliefs and values of Christianity and other major religions.
· Understanding of how people through the ages have sought to explain the universe.
· Personal beliefs linked to moral values.
· Personal response to questions about the purpose of life and aspects such as beauty, love, pain and suffering.
2 Legal Requirements

Hawkes Farm Primary School, in accordance with the 1988 Education Reform Act, provides Religious Education for all pupils registered at the school.  RE is part of the basic curriculum but not part of the National Curriculum because it is taught in accordance with a locally agreed syllabus (in our case the East Sussex Agreed Syllabus 1999).   We must stress that RE has the same status and importance as any other subject and the same high standards are applied to RE as to all other subjects.

Although the predominant belief of the families within our school community is that of the Christian Faith, Section 8 of the 1988 ERA requires that RE studies should : "Reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian whilst taking account of the teaching and practices of other principle religions represented in the country."  The RE provided must not be denominational, although teaching about denominational differences is permitted.

In accordance with the schools overall ethos, staff will endeavour to help children respect the views and ways of life of people throughout the world.

As quoted in our school brochure "Parents may, by law,  withdraw their children from RE lessons and such requests should be made in writing to the Headteacher."  Teachers can also exercise their right to withdraw from teaching the subject.  However, we hope that all parents and staff would feel comfortable with the type of Religious Education being taught at Hawkes Farm.

3 Aims

We concur with the aim expressed within the East Sussex Agreed Syllabus:

i) to develop children's knowledge and understanding of the nature of religious beliefs and practices and the importance of these in the lives of believers,

ii) to explore those aspects of human experiences which give rise to spiritual awareness and fundamental issues about beliefs and values.

RE is therefore concerned not just with knowledge, but also the development of  skills and attitudes.  Through our teaching we will aim to develop:

· concepts of deity, faith, worship, ritual, symbolism and prayer,

· an informed awareness of Christianity and other faiths, acquired through the study of beliefs, customs, festivals and personalities,

· positive attitudes, sensitivity, respect and tolerance of other people's views and feelings,

· an ability to reflect upon and show an interest in the wonder and mystery of the world around them,

· a realisation that life involves the right to make choices,

· a sense of personal worth, identify and place in society,

4 Planning and Organisation

The Scheme of Work is based upon two areas of attainment:

AT1
Learning about religions

AT2
Learning from religion

The Scheme currently provides a framework consisting of a range of topics / themes as set out in Appendix 1.

A range of teaching strategies will be used including:

-
Discussion


-
Drama

-
Research


-
Written work


-
Story telling


-
Educational visits

-
Video



-
Visitors representing different faiths

There will also be opportunities to link work in RE with other subjects, eg:

-
Literacy


-
Humanities

-
Numeracy


-
Music

-
Science


-
PSHE

-
Art



-
ICT

5 Equal Opportunities

We believe that all children irrespective of race, gender and ability should have equal access to RE.  The RE syllabus recognises that pupils come to their learning in RE with different backgrounds in terms of knowledge and experience.  Each teacher is responsible for ensuring that RE is carefully planned and matched to the ability and conceptual levels of the children.

6 Assessment and Reporting

At present there is no nationally agreed framework for assessing in RE.  

Whilst spiritual / moral development is difficult to assess, knowledge and understanding are more straightforward.  The class teacher can assess a child's development by observing how they react to different learning experiences and their general attitude towards others.  Summative assessment will be used for completing reports to parents.

(Exemplification of Standards?)

7 The Role of the Co-ordinator

The RE co-ordinator is responsible for:

· Reviewing and revising the RE Policy.

· Monitoring and supporting teachers in the teaching of RE.

· Guiding and supporting teachers in the teaching of RE.

· Ensuring staff are aware of new developments in RE.

· Audit and monitoring of resources for RE.

· Monitoring the effectiveness  of the planning and delivery of RE.

8 Resources

A range of teaching resources is available including:

· Reference books and videos, stored in the KS1 library and staffroom.

· Reference section in KS2 library.

· Resource packs for each year group - held by the teachers concerned.

· An artefact box for each of the faiths studied, in the Resources Room.

Teachers should ensure that due respect is given when handling faith linked artefacts.










