MUSIC POLICY

Philosophy

Music is a powerful, unique form of communication that can change the way pupils feel, think and act. It brings together intellect and feeling and enables personal expression, reflection and emotional development.

Through their own music making, pupils learn to be controlled and exacting. They develop sensitivity and responsiveness to others, valuing different contributions in group performance and developing a sense of group identity and togetherness.

Aims and purposes

At Hawkes Farm Primary school, music is about developing an active engagement in making and responding to music and ensuring progression through the integration of musical skills, knowledge and understanding. It is about developing the ability to listen carefully, exploring how sounds can be organised to create mood and effect. It is also about experiencing a wide range of different kinds of music from different times and places, and responding to music through movement and dance.

Music extends to increase pupils’ sensitivity to sounds and other performers. It is about developing musical expression and musical creativity, using notations and ICT to support making and responding to music.

Content

All Key Stages

At all key stages, music teaching will:

· develop each of the inter-related skills of performing, composing and appraising in all activities

· extend these skills by applying listening skills and knowledge and understanding of music

In particular, by making and responding to a wide range of music, children will be helped to understand:

· how sounds are made, changed and organised, for example through the use of the musical elements and structures

· how music is produced, for example through the use of instruments, and musical processes including relevant symbols and notations

· how music is influenced by the time and place, for example how it can be affected by the venue, occasion and purpose.

Key Stage 1
During Key Stage 1, children listen carefully and respond physically to a wide range of different kinds of music. They play musical instruments and sing a variety of songs from memory, adding accompaniments and creating short compositions, with increasing confidence, imagination and control. They explore and enjoy the way sounds and silence can create different moods and effects.

Key Stage 2

During Key Stage 2, children sing songs and play instruments with increasing confidence, skill, expression and awareness of their own contribution to a group or class performance. They improvise, and develop their own musical compositions, in response to a variety of different stimuli, with increasing personal involvement, independence and creativity. They explore their thoughts and feelings through responding physically, intellectually and emotionally to a variety of different kinds of music from different times and cultures.

Building on children's earlier experiences

Before embarking on KS1 work, many children will have attended nursery and reception classes where they will have had the opportunity to sing, explore sounds and dance and move to music.

These experiences will be recognised and built upon by:

· maintaining an emphasis on action songs, especially in the early part of Key Stage 1

· making music fun, for example by using musical games to extend skills and the understanding of musical concepts

· recognising that individuals are likely to respond in very different ways and that this needs to be encouraged while also increasing their awareness of others in group and class performances.

Expectations and the Attainment Target

The attainment target for music sets out the knowledge, skills and understanding that pupils of different ages and abilities are expected to have. It consists of level descriptions, which provide the basis for judging pupil performance at the end of the key stages. (They can also be a useful guide to progress within the key stages.)

By the end of Key Stage 1, the majority of pupils will reach level 2, with a range from level 1-3. At Key Stage 2, the majority will reach level 4, with a range from level 2-5. Teacher judgements are made by deciding which description best fits a pupil’s performance.

Please see Appendix 1 highlighting these expectations. The table is taken from QCA Scheme of Work for KS1 and 2, page 6.

Implementation and Resources

Our school Music planning fulfils the requirements of the National Curriculum programmes of study for Music. It is based on the exemplar provided by QCA (DfEE/QCA, 2000) together with curriculum development resources from a variety of sources, including the East Sussex Music Advisory Support Team.

We teach all aspects of music in line with School Policies for: 

· Teaching and learning

· Special educational needs

· Inclusion

Staffing

The school music teacher undertakes the teaching of music in the hall or in specific classrooms. Class teachers observe and participate in all music lessons, whilst the music co-ordinator plans and leads the lessons, giving full support, advice and further practical demonstrations where appropriate.

The music co-ordinator will:

· Take the lead in policy development and the production of a scheme of work designed to ensure progression and continuity in music throughout the school

· Develop and implement detailed half-termly plans for each year group.

· Offer specialist advice to staff

· Organise school choirs and various school groups for festivals, productions and concerts.

· Co-ordinate extended curricular activities

Monitoring progress and procedures for assessment

· Music is monitored, assessed and reported in line with whole school policies

· Music forms a discrete section on the school’s termly and weekly planning sheets. The music co-ordinator clearly identifies the work to be covered and assessments to be made.

· The co-ordinator will plan from Reception to Year 6 to ensure continuity, progression and balance throughout the school. 

'Recording every aspect of each child's progress is neither necessary nor desirable. Records should be selective and brief. Significant achievement or weakness may be noted and may serve as a basis for planning appropriate future challenges and possibly form part of an annual report.' (QCA Scheme of work)

Resources for learning
· A large selection of resources, including a wide range of percussion instruments, books, teaching packs, tapes, CDs and computer programs is available in the music resource cupboard in the Junior Hall.

· Each classroom has access to a cassette / CD player.

· Additional specialist instruments are available on loan from the East Sussex Music Service.

Extended Curricular Activities in School
Clubs for pupils
· We endeavour to provide a number of music activities in addition to normal class work, but these may change from time to time according to staff availability, resources and pupil interest / commitment.

Instrumental lessons
· The Music co-ordinator at Hawkes Farm currently offers Recorder lessons for Years 3-6.

· At present, Hawkes Farm is able to offer tuition on the violin, clarinet, guitar and cello through the East Sussex Music Service (ESMS). Fees are payable for the lessons, although an Assisted Tuition Scheme (applicable to one instrument per child) is available for families in receipt of Working Families Tax credit, Income Support, or Income Based Job Seekers Allowance.  Details are available from the ESMS (01273 472336)

· ESMS teachers use ESMS schemes of work and lesson plans. They regularly assess pupils' progress in line with ESMS guidelines, and their own work is regularly monitored by senior ESMS staff.

Please treat visiting teachers as members of the school teaching staff and remember to communicate with them over relevant issues, including changes to the timetable (Ofsted inspections, day closures, educational visits, sports days, etc)

Musical performances given by the children
We aim to hold a number of musical performances throughout the year and across the whole school. These include our annual Spring concert by Years 3 & 4; the summer Year 5/6 concert and our traditional Infant and Junior Christmas Productions.

Musical performances given for the children by outside agencies
Whenever possible, we like to take advantage of musical presentations offered by outside agencies. These include the East Sussex Music Service instrumental recitals and Orchestral Concerts for schools.  Such events extend and enhance the children's musical understanding and enjoyment, but are subject to considerations of availability and cost.

Other Matters
Links with feeder / secondary schools

Links with East Sussex Music Service and the Music Advisory Support Team

We promote strong links with East Sussex Music Service and the Music Advisory Support Team (MAST). We regularly participate alongside other schools from our locality in Infant, Junior and Recorder Festivals and Workshops, and in the large Christmas Concert for our area.

We are also supported by members of the Music Advisory Support Team in curricular matters. They provide in-service training, teaching materials and ongoing advice.

